polip Festival
15-17 May 2025, Prishtina

AND YET THE SUN RISES
Creative articulation of resistance across histories, geographies, beyond walls.

Qendra Multimedia in collaboration with Molla e Kuge

PROGRAM

15 May
19:30 - 20:00 | ODA THEATRE

Official opening of the festival
*Open to the public. In English and Albanian.

20:00 - 21:30 | ODA THEATRE

Theatre Performance: The Long Shadow of Alois Brunner

By: Mudar Alhaggi, Directed by: Omar Elerian

Actors: Wael Kadour, Mudar Alhaggi, Mohamad Al Rashi

*Open to the public. In Arabic with English and Albanian translation.

16 May

17:00 - 18:30 | BURGU I IDEALIT (Shétitorja IT)
Panel Discussion: The Past Haunting the Future: Creative Articulation of Historical

Momentums

With: Mudar Alhaggi, Wael Kadour, Mohamad Al Rashi
Moderated by: Alban Beqiraj

*Open to the public. In English.

19:00 - 21:00 | KINO ARMATA
Film Screening: OPEN LETTERS

Directed by: Katharine Domonicé
*The screening will be followed by a Q&A with the filmmaker and protagonists
*Open to the public. In English and Albanian.

17 May
16:00 - 17:30 | BURGU I IDEALIT (Shétitorja IT)



Discussion: (Non)Main Character Syndrome? Women’s Representation in Balkan
Literature

With: Ivana Trajanoska, Robert Alagjozovski, Blerina Gaxha Rogova

Moderated by: Auloné Kadriu

*Open to the public. In English

18:00 - 19:00 | BURGU I IDEALIT (Cells)

Reading: Stories of former women and men political prisoners from Kosovo
Actors: Shpétim Selmani, Adrian Morina, Semira Latifi
*Open to the public. In Albanian.

20:00 - 21:30 | BURGU I IDEALIT (Shétitorja I)

Theatre Performance: Do it or Die (Original Title: B&je ose Vdis)

By: Jeton Neziraj; Directed by: Blerta Neziraj

Actors: Jahja Shehu, Ernest Malazogu, Albulena Kryeziu Bokshi, Edi Kastrati, Altina
Kusari, Armend Smajli

*Open to the public. In Albanian.

Complementary Program at Burgu i Idealit

18 May
20:00 - 21:30 | BURGU I IDEALIT (Shétitorja I)

Theatre Performance: Do it or Die (Original Title: Béje ose Vdis)

By: Jeton Neziraj; Directed by: Blerta Neziraj

Actors: Jahja Shehu, Ernest Malazogu, Albulena Kryeziu Bokshi, Edi Kastrati, Altina
Kusari, Armend Smaili

*Open to the public. In Albanian.

PROGRAM DETAILS:

THEATRE PERFORMANCE
THE LONG SHADOW OF ALOIS BRUNNER



Produced by: Collective Ma’louba in collaboration with euro-scene Leipzig, Factory
International and Theater an der Ruhr.

15 May @ 20:00 | TEATRI ODA

By: Mudar Alhaggi // Directed by: Omar Elerian // Actors: Wael Kadour & Mohamad Al
Rashi // Design: Jonas Vogt // Research and dramaturgical advice: Eric Altorfer //
Producer International: Eckhard Thiemann

The Long Shadow of Alois Brunner interrogates the true story of one of the most
wanted Nazi criminals to escape sentencing. Instrumental to the deportation of over
100,000 people to concentration camps and ghettoes, Alois Brunner evaded numerous
arrest attempts — fleeing to Damascus where he was instrumental in building Syria’s
intelligence services. Arriving in twenty-first century Berlin as a refugee, Syrian
playwright Mudar Alhaggi discovers Brunner’s story and begins to research obsessively
before disappearing... In this gripping play, we meet two actors piecing together the
fragments of Alhaggi’s research as personal experience, world history, truth and fiction
all collide. Weaving together Syrian and German history, The Long Shadow of Alois
Brunner explores exile, accountability and political memory — and the complex thread
that ties the past to the present.

It raises searing questions about refuge, justice and hope.

"...tense mystery of missing writer and Nazi fugitive... slippery, intriguing and full of
nuance...”
The Guardian

"A striking piece of theatre that will stay for me for a long time, probably forever”
Theatre Reviews North

"Successful theatre that creates empathy and brings us closer to the experience of
others”
Leipziger Volkszeitung

DOCUMENTARY FILM SCREENING
OPEN LETTERS

16 May @ 19:00 | KINO ARMATA



Screenwriter & Director: Katharine Dominicé // Producers: Katharine Dominicé &
Damien Molineaux // Cast: Merita, Vlora, Saime and Kadri Avdullahi, Olga Esperante,
Yannick Gilestro, Jesus Gomez, Helena Verissimo de Freitas // Voice-over text: Antoine
Jaccoud. An Earthling and Gena John and the Kids production.

Synopsis

Between 1934 and 2002, Switzerland issued some six million seasonal residence
permits, known as “A” permits, to immigrant workers. This status was exclusively
designed to meet the country's growth needs and imposed drastic rules on its
beneficiaries. Seasonal workers were not allowed to bring their families, and their stay
in Switzerland was limited to 9 months per year. The phenomenon of "closet children”,
so named for their having to remain hidden, was one of the significant consequences of
this policy.

In a series of open letters, former seasonal workers and their children recount the
impact these constant separations had on their lives. It remains palpable to this day,
and its disclosure calls into question the strange indifference the Swiss held towards
those human beings - from Italy, Spain, Portugal and the former Yugoslavia - destined
to rebuild what for them was a foreign country and yet at the same time expected to
remain invisible.

THEATRE PERFORMANCE
DO IT OR DIE (Original Title: BEJE OSE VDIS)
Produced by Hadi Shehu City Theatre of Gjakova

17 & 18 May @ 20:00 | BURGU I IDEALIT

By: Jeton Neziraj // Directed by: Blerta Neziraj // Actors: Jahja Shehu, Ernest Malazogu,
Albulena Kryeziu Bokshi, Edi Kastrati, Altina Kusari, Armend Smajli // Choreographer:
Gjergj Prevazi // Composer: Trimor Dhomi // Set designers: Petrit Bakalli & Alice Vanini
// Costume Designer: Iliriana Loxha Basha

"Do It or Die" (Original Title: B&je ose Vdis) is a tribute performance dedicated to the
well-known Albanian politician, intellectual, and professor Ukshin Hoti, a former political
prisoner in Yugoslav and Serbian prisons. He was imprisoned several times, first in 1981
and lastly in 1994. Officially, he remains one of over 1,500 people who disappeared
during the 1998-1999 war in Kosovo, whose bodies have still not been found. However,
indications point to the fact that Serbian authorities at the Dubrava prison, where



Ukshin Hoti was held along with hundreds of other Albanian prisoners, released him in
May 1999 and then executed him not far from the prison gates.

Ukshin Hoti has today become a symbol that embodies the tragic fate of the tens of
thousands of Albanian political prisoners who were killed or tortured in Yugoslav and
Serbian prisons. But he is also an emblem representing the effort, dedication, sacrifice,
and political engagement for freedom, equality, and dignity of the Albanian people—of
the tens of thousands of men and women activists of the Albanian underground
movement in Kosovo. The resistance, endurance, and high price this generation of
idealists paid in prisons—with all its light and shadow—is the foundation upon which the
Republic of Kosovo is built. It is also a source of inspiration for the generations now
growing up without the fear of being imprisoned simply for being Albanian.

The documentary drama "Do It or Die" is based on the writings of Ukshin Hoti, as well
as documents and archival materials about and around his political and social activity.
An important source for the writing of the play was the testimony of Bajrush Xhemaijli,
who shared his time in prison with Ukshin Hoti, and who is also a former political
prisoner. Interviews were also conducted with Pal Shtufi, Bajram Gashi, Lumnije
Azemi-Morina, Bajrush Xhemaijli, Basri Musmurati, Salihe Salihu, and Halil (Sulejman)
Selimi, and excerpts from these interviews were used in the play. Other contributors to
the writing of this drama include the writer Azem Deliu, who conducted the interviews,
and actor Bajrush Mjaku, who was in fact the main instigator for the writing of this
play—for which I thank him. (Jeton Neziraj, author of the play)

PANEL DISCUSSION
THE PAST HAUNTING THE FUTURE: CREATIVE ARTICULATION OF
HISTORICAL MOMENTUMS

16 May @ 17:00 | BURGU I IDEALIT (Shétitorja II)

Speakers: Mudar Alhaggi, Wael Kadour, Mohamad Al Rashi
Moderator: Alban Begiraj

How do we carry the weight of unresolved histories? And how do we artistically
confront the ghosts of injustice that still shape the present? This panel brings together
theatermakers Mudar Alhaggi, Wael Kadour, and Mohamad Al Rashi—creators of The
Long Shadow of Alois Brunner, a show looking issues such as memory, exile, and
accountability. They explore how art can reclaim narratives silenced by regimes, and



how stories from different geographies can intersect. The discussion will also speak
about theatre in Syria, in light of the fall of the dictatorship in Syria and how Syrian
artists have found their ways to practice their art in these difficult circumstances, as
well as how they see the future in this newly changed reality.

PANEL DISCUSSION:
NON(MAIN) CHARACTER SYNDROME: WOMEN’'S REPRESENTATION IN
BALKAN LITERATURE

17 May @ 16:00 | BURGU I IDEALIT (Shétitorja II)

Speakers: Ivana Trajanoska, Robert Alagjozovski, Blerina Gaxha Rogova
Moderator: Auloné Kadriu

How are women portrayed in Balkan literature—and what does their portrayal tell our
societies at large? Oftentimes, women appear as muses, victims, or metaphors, rather
than as full, complex characters with agency and voice. This panel looks into the
gendered dynamics of storytelling in the region, exploring how fiction has reflected,
reinforced, or resisted patriarchal norms. Who gets to tell the story—and who is left on
the margins? But more importantly, why is it so? The panel also looks into the position
of women as authors in the Balkans, where literary recognition, publishing
opportunities, and institutional support remain deeply unequal. What barriers continue
to limit women’s participation and visibility in the literary field? And how can literature
serve as a space for reimagining gender roles and reclaiming narrative power?

How can literature challenge inherited narratives and create space for more nuanced,
empowered, and complex portrayals of women and their experiences? Can it let go of
the traditional and historical burden deeply rooted in its way of functioning and start
centering voices that have too often been written as background characters in their own
stories.

READING
STORIES OF FORMER WOMEN AND MEN POLITICAL PRISONERS FROM
KOSOVO

17 May @ 18:00 | BURGU I IDEALIT (CELLS)



Actors: Adrian Morina, Shpétim Selmani, Semira Latifi

Leading up to the show “Do it or Die” in the intimate setting of the Prison of the Ideal
Museum, actors Shpétim Selmani, Adrian Morina, and Semira Latifi will voice the stories
of former political prisoners from Kosovo, including testimonies from Goli Otok published
by Integra in the book “Distorted Shadows” and the stories of Shukrije Gashi and Hava
Shala collected by Kosovo Oral History Initiative open digital archive. This event will be
designed in a ‘one-stop-shop’ format, with the audience being able to freely switch
between cells and stories.



